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SUBMISSIONS
THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share
their opinion through letters to
the editor and guest columns.
Submissions must be typed and
include the writer’s name. Contact
information will not be published
unless
requested.
Unsigned
submissions will not be printed
and original copies will not be
returned.
Letters to the editor may be
up to 300 words and guest columns
should not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the
right to edit for punctuation,
grammar, and spelling, but never
for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@
wou.edu. Submissions must be
received by Monday at 5 p.m. to be
considered for print.
All opinions expressed in
columns, letters to the editor
or advertisements are the
views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL
or
Western Oregon University.

There were many more games that were released in September and October. Check out local game shops to find new releases across all systems.

Through the rest of 2020, we are going to be seeing a huge release of
new video games — both new and continued installations — to keep us
entertained during homebound times. Here’s a list of five games coming
out soon to be on the watch for. Happy playing.
Amnesia: Rebirth (Oct. 20) - Kickstart the spooky Halloween season
with a first-person horror based game. If this game is anything like the
previous installments, we can almost guarantee a more intense horror
factor that will keep players on the edge of their seats and make them
question the things around them.
Watchdogs: Legion (Oct. 29) - Set in London, everything within the
watchdog’s realm is being monitored by an omniscient surveillance
state; the military has its stronghold on the city and crime is at an all
time high. The player is introduced to a variety of characters, where
they then have to recruit people to join a resistance group to overthrow
the system.
The Dark Pictures Anthology: Little Hope (Oct. 30) - The second
installment of the Dark Pictures Anthology, “Little Hope,” is a choicebased horror game. The story follows five characters trapped in a ghost

town as the player(s) traverse through multiple timelines to unfold
the mystery. Like its predecessor, “Man of Medan,” the game has two
multiplayer features, in which different players take control of certain
characters either cooperatively online, or in person.
Assassin’s Creed Valhalla (Nov. 10) - The storyline-based game takes
on Nordic themes and culture, and gives the player a chance to play as
Eivor, a viking raider. There are various storylines and side missions
with the key theme of building a viking army to fight and destroy the
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms.
Cyberpunk 2077 (Nov. 19) - With the initial release date being
delayed twice, Cyberpunk is finally being released in November of
2020. It’s a game with vibrant color and details, resembling the same
world of “Blade Runner 2049.” A futuristic game based in Night City,
California, players get access to an almost unlimited free world, playing
as a mercenary named V who is chasing after a cybernetic implant that
holds the key to immortality. Everything about the character can be
customized, and the world can be thoroughly explored.

Review: the final season of

“Schitt’s Creek”

A dysfunctional household learns the value of family over the course of six seasons
Brianna Lelieur | Entertainment Editor | blelieur20@wou.edu
“Schitt’s Creek” is a recently concluded show
that has been around for six seasons. The series
starts with an incredibly dysfunctional family
that is filthy rich, and becomes flat broke in a
matter of minutes. They are then dropped in
a random, middle-of-nowhere town that the
main character, Johnny Rose, had bought for
his son, David, as a joke. From there, viewers
see their journey and evolution into figuring
out how the real world works, and how to
become productive members of society.
Now coming full circle, the show has finally
reached its end. The show closed on a happy
note, with the finale focusing on a message that
the characters were glad they lost their money

in the beginning, because it allowed them to
become better, happier people.
The show’s last season’s best feature was
well executed character development. They
ensured that the characters still retained a lot
of key aspects of their former lives, and didn’t
completely make them something they were
not.
An example of this was with Alexis Rose;
she started out super rich, always sassy and in
a hurry, looking for the next place to go and
see. However, we see her develop into a woman
who learns to appreciate taking a break once
in a while, and learning that there is a lot more
to life than always being on the go.
@thewesternhowl

By the finale, she knows that sometimes it
is better to have great company — whether it’s
with family, a partner or friends — than doing
what is “cool” at the time. However, despite
the fact they calmed her down a bit, the itch
of belonging in a big city always lingered in
her. They didn’t write that off, and she didn’t
transition into a completely different character.
“Schitt’s Creek” is a basic Family
Dysfunction TV show — it makes the viewer
feel like a part of the fame point can relate to
them.
Overall review: It’s a decent show, and
while I don’t think I’ll be rewatching it, I would
definitely recommend it.
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Body mods for
college bods
Local tattoo and piercing shops for
your next piece
Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
I know I’m not alone in itching for
a new tattoo. With body modifications,
including tattoos and piercings, it’s
difficult to stop at just one. Here are some
tattoo and piercing shops to check out
within driving distance from Western.
Independence has two tattoo studios.
Main Street Tattoo is owned by artist
Kevin Hamlin who primarily does
traditional-style tattoos. Check out his
work and contact Kevin at his Instagram
@outinthestyx.
Turquoise Studio features two artists,
Kylee Halama and Hanna Martin. Their
shop, according to their Facebook page,
has been working to maintain privacy
for clients by only allowing one artist
and one customer in the studio at a time,
so be sure to schedule an appointment
via their individual Facebook pages,
“Tattoos by Kylee” and “Hanna’s Tattoos.”

Salem boasts numerous piercing
and tattoo shops, and Addictions Body
Piercing and Tattoo is one that provides
both body modifications. Featuring a
total of four piercers and four tattoo
artists, there is someone to cater to the
desires of any client. Their website,
www.addictionsinc.com, has much
more information, including booking
appointments. Immortal Ink is another
shop in the heart of Salem with three
different artists. Find each artist’s
portfolio and contact information at the
studio’s website: immortalinksalem.com.
High Priestess is a tattoo and piercing
shop with locations in both Salem
and Corvallis, as well as other cities
in Oregon. As of Oct. 16, the Salem
and Corvallis shops are only offering
piercings for the time being. There
are two piercers at each location, and

Photo by Kiara Wehrenberg

There’s a tattoo artist out there for any desired style.

appointments are being scheduled on
each campus’ website: beststudioever.
com/high-priestess.
Corvallis also offers several other
studios, including Sacred Art Tattoo.
This shop has three artists, and their
individual work can be viewed on
their website, sacredartcorvallis.com.
Their site also offers multiple ways of
contacting them, so pick the one that
works best.
One final studio about 30 minutes

from Western is DieHard Piercing and
Tattoo in Albany. The shop’s owner,
Jeremy “DieHard” McLain, does
piercings, and three tattoo artists work
at the location. Find them at diehardlife.
com, check out their work, and email
them to book an appointment.
Be sure to comply with the artist’s
or piercer’s safety requirements related
to COVID-19. Most studios are not
accepting cash and do not allow guests
to accompany clients.

HAPPY
HARVEST

Photo by Kiara Wehrenberg

October brings a variety of fresh,
in-season produce
Experiment with fresh produce in a multitude of unique recipes.

Summer may seem to offer the most
variety of produce, but fall has quite the
selection too. Some fruits and vegetables
are nearing the end of their seasons while
others are just getting ripe. Here is some
of October’s seasonal produce to add to
the shopping list.
Grapes of all colors are still being
harvested. Stock up and make some
jam if canning supplies are available, or
grab some to snack on. Meanwhile, kiwi

arrives at its peak in the fall in California.
Get creative with kiwi by using it as a tart
topping or in a salsa.
Apples and pears are two more fruits
that taste best in October; use these in
a cobbler, crisp or pie. Also try mixing
these in-season fruits with some yearround produce — like bananas and
cranberries — to create a fruit salad or
delicious smoothie.
It is well known that pumpkin is

Allison Vanderzanden
Lifestyle Editor | avanderzanden19@wou.edu
in season come autumn, but other
squashes, such as butternut and spaghetti
squash, are available too. Each is great to
include in soup recipes. Bell peppers are
harvested in the fall as well; utilize their
versatility to top pasta dishes, mix in stir
fry or make stuffed peppers.
Brussels sprouts and beets are two
more vegetables that peak in October.
Though each may get their own bad rap,
they can be enjoyable when prepared in a

@thewesternhowl

new way. Brussels sprouts can be sauteed,
beets are great on salads and both taste
good when roasted.
All this produce and much more are
available at grocery stores, but these inseason fruits and vegetables are fresh at
farmers markets as well. Check online to
see if and when local farmers markets are
open, and be sure to follow COVID-19
regulations by wearing a mask and
maintaining social distancing.
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INTRODUCING THE
WOLF ROYALTY COURT

A look at 2020’s Spirit Week Court, announcement of Wolf Royalty to come
Cora McClain | Editor-in-Chief | howleditor@wou.edu

These six seniors have been nominated by their peers, student organizations and Western departments as Wolf Royalty nominees. They are outstanding student leaders
who exemplify the values of Western.
With their committee interviews completed and the student body having casted their votes for two nominees on Sunday, Oct. 19, final scoring to determine who will be
crowned Wolf Royalty will be completed by the end of the week. The Student Activities Board has yet to determine a date to virtually announce Wolf Royalty, but will provide
more information on Instagram @wousab.
Photos courtesy of Student Activities Board

Connor Park

Carlos Fonseca Jr

NJ Johnson

Pronouns: He/Him
Hometown: Albuquerque, NM
Major: Biology/Physical Science
Zodiac: Pisces
Favorite WOU Memory: “Genetically modifying
bacteria with Dr. Snyder” “Genetically modifying E
Coli bacteria in Dr. Snyders lab”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: Living on an
Alaskan homestead, “I see myself with a degree living
somewhere where it snows.”
Social Media: @yogurtofagbon

Pronouns: He/Him
Hometown: Klamath Falls, OR
Major: Exercise Science
Zodiac: Cancer
Favorite WOU Memory: “Every year has been
fantastic, but my second year as an RA over in
Heritage was an absolute blast. I was blessed with an
amazing staff and the best residents you could ask for.
#2ndGunnForLife”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: “I see myself
working in student affairs, hopefully as a Residence
Director.”
Social Media: @cfonseca_jr

Pronouns: He/Him
Hometown: Scappoose, OR
Major: Public Policy & Administration
Zodiac: Taurus
Favorite WOU Memory: “Having the distinguished
honor of serving the student body as ASWOU
President.”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: “Working
as a local government administrator for an Oregon
municipality”
Social Media: @iamthenj

Keyonna Jones
Pronouns: She/Her
Hometown: Lynnwood, WA
Major: Business with a focus in accounting,
Communication minor
Zodiac: Taurus
Favorite WOU Memory: “Being on the women’s
basketball team”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: “I see myself
married and with a couple of kids. Owning my own
personal financing firm.”
Social Media: @Balla4ever13

Christopher
Linares-Espinoza
Pronouns: He/Him
Hometown: Portland, OR
Major: Organizational Leadership
Zodiac: Cancer
Favorite WOU Memory: Drag Show
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: “In 10 years I
see myself giving back to the community I was raised in
by making it safer through education and after school
programs. I also see myself helping the community my
parents grew up in to make sure that the children of the
future have what they need to succeed.”
Social Media: @chris_linaress
@thewesternhowl

Brandon Parsons
Pronouns: He/Him
Hometown: Gresham, OR
Major: History
Zodiac: Aquarius
Favorite WOU Memory: “Campus Residency, and the
connections I’ve made with hallmates, roommates, and
RAs”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?: “Being a
dad, perhaps.”
Social Media: @brparsons_
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DEPARTMENT REBOUNDS DURING
FALL TERM

Western Athletics reflects Phase One of the National Collegiate Athletic Association’s
Core Principles of Resocialization of Collegiate Sport
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu
Photo by Kiara Wehrenberg

The Women’s Basketball team cleaning their adopted highway. The players featured are listed
in alphabetical order: Meadow Aragon, Madyson Clark, Olivia Denton, Keyonna Jones, Tresai
McCarver, Cali McClave, Jewel “Princy” Paaluhi-Caulk, Rian Porter, Rachel Rogers, Caitlin
Wheeler, Casandra White, Kaelin Williams-Kennedy, Amber Winkler, Alexis Wright, Averi Young.

During spring 2020, the National
Collegiate
Athletic
Association
President Mark Emmert and the Board
of Governors suspended spring, fall and
winter NCAA championships, citing
the decision to be centered around the
impracticality of hosting the events
during COVID-19. Over the summer,
the NCAA released a revised threephase plan called Core Principles of
Resocialization of Collegiate Sport that
provided schools with guidelines to
follow as they generate their own plan
for the upcoming terms.
Currently,
Western’s
Athletic
department is reflective of Phase One:
nonessential travel defunded, groups
larger than 10 must have measures of
physical distancing and sanitization,
restricted staffing and workout areas or
facilities must be sanitized.
For the student athletes who decided
to return to Western this term, the
Athletics department required and
offered Polymerase Chain Reaction
testing through the Corvallis Clinic. The
Athletics department is not currently

Western restructures
fees and tuition
On Sept. 22, the business office sent
out an email to inform students that
their billing statement was available. To
the surprise of many students, the online
fee ranging from $53 to over $1,000 had
been applied.
In years prior to COVID-19, this
fee was not present on student billing.
This spurred a lot of questions among
students: What is this new fee? Why are
we paying an additional fee? Where is
the money going?
Back in April 2020, the Board of
Trustees approved of the Tuition and

Fees committee restructure of fees. At
the tail end of the meeting docket, it
mentions a new fee of $53, without an
explanation, only that it will be applied
to billing for the 2020 to 2021 academic
year.
“In the 2019 to 2020 academic year,
online tuition was set at a rate of $228 per
credit,” said President Rex Fuller, “which
was $52 above the resident in-person
rate. To simplify our tuition structure
and to make it easier for students to
switch between modalities, the online
tuition was made the same as in-person

Continued on back

Tuition and fees advisory committee
changes Western’s fee structure
Sydney Carpenter
News Editor | scarpenter18@wou.edu

tuition.”
Although tuition appears to have
been “lowered,” the difference was made
as a separate fee on the billing. Students
are not paying $228 and an additional
$53. Western reduced online tuition
to the in-person rate and made the
difference between the two a separate fee;
students are still paying the “reduced”
$228. Fuller goes on to say that original
funds received from the fee were going
to be put towards the transition to the
new Learning Management System
called Canvas. However, due to current

@thewesternhowl

using any of the IFC funding they’ve
received this term for testing. All funding
from IFC this fall term have gone towards
new equipment and cleaning.Testing
funds came from students’ personal
medical coverage or Athletics secondary
insurance if a player is not covered.
After being tested and receiving
COVID education.
“If a student didn’t feel comfortable
with training in this environment, then
they were able to opt out,” said Interim
Executive Director of Intercollegiate
Athletics Randi Lydum. “We want people
to feel comfortable.”
The students who opted out of fall
term are still receiving their scholarships,
Lydum explained.
“If a student is fearful of contracting
COVID and passing it to someone else,
then they are given a waiver to keep their
partial scholarship from athletic aid. It’s
really up to the student and what they
feel comfortable with. If they opt out,
they are not allowed to use the facilities
because we want them to be safe.”

circumstances, Western is currently
receiving funding from the CARES Act
to address financial losses experienced
by the university. This alleviated the need
to use those funds for Canvas and put
them towards other struggling areas, as
Western has a contract with Canvas that
is funded by the CARES Act until the
end of 2020.
On Oct. 15, the Business and
Accounting office released a statement
explaining what the fee is currently
going to.
Continued on back
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THIS WEEK

IN COMPLETELY MADE UP

HOROSCOPES

from the fly

Compiled by The Western Howl staff

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

What if I just took a s---t right now.

This is a nice spot for a nap.

Bruh why’d he stay so long, get out of
there before his hair gel kills you

Don’t listen to that guy. He’s trying
to lead you down the path of
wickedness. I’m gonna lead you
down the path that rocks!

3/21–4/19

4/20–5/20

5/21–6/20

6/21–7/22

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

He’s not real he’s definitely like a
lizard or something

You know what they say flies are
attracted to.

Thought I was landing on a snack,
turned out it was a snake.

Listen to “Fly on the Wall” by Miley
Cyrus

7/23–8/22

8/23–9/22

9/23–10/22

10/23–11/21

SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

You better vote.

Oop, time for my 15 minutes of fame
(r▨_▨)

I can see why the audience is empty.

11/22–12/21

12/22–1/19

At least the fly made him look even
more like an idiot

1/20–2/18

WOUrd Search

2/19–3/20

Words compiled from the stories featured in Issue three of The Western Howl
AMNESIA

TUITION

ATHLETICS

TURQUOISE

BEETS

VALHALLA

FEES

VIDEO GAMES

MODIFICATION

VOTE

PUMPKIN

WICKEDNESS

ROSE

WOLF

ROYALTY
@thewesternhowl
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YOUNG VOTERS:
MAKE A

VOTING PLAN
BALLOT
AND SUBMIT YOUR

TODAY
By Governor Kate Brown

Every day, young people like
yourselves take action to better
communities all across Oregon. Since
becoming your Governor, I’ve worked
with students who demand action on
climate change by coming to the capitol
and testifying in record numbers, making
phone calls, and holding walk-outs on
their campuses. I’ve held the hands of
grieving students and their families in
the wake of the Umpqua Community
College shooting. I’ve seen college
students put their lives on the line to fight
wildfires. I’ve been humbled to see recent
graduates enter the medical field so they
can serve their communities in the midst
of this global pandemic. And I’ve seen
thousands gather across our state from
Portland to Pendleton, Bend to Eugene,
in a clarion call for racial justice.
You all are living, learning, and
contributing to this state and this
country. You will not just inherit this
world – you are already actively building
it.
I have also met countless young
people who tell me they feel that this
world is damaged beyond repair, and
that the world’s problems are too big for

any one of us to solve. And with the way
2020 has gone so far...I know the feeling.
I hear you when you say that you
don’t feel represented in politics. I hear
you when you say you’re afraid of what
the future might hold.
While it’s true that I carry with me
every single day the privilege of white
skin and cisgender, I know what it’s like
to be scared to go to work every day.
Years ago, when I was a young lawyer, I
was afraid of losing my job if someone
discovered that I was in a relationship
with a woman.
I know what it feels like to look over
at the man in the office next to mine and
know that he is treated differently. That
he is paid more for the same position.
Even though I knew I was doing a better
job.
I’ve worked my entire career to make
Oregon a more equitable and welcoming
state to everyone who calls this place
home. Our nation’s problems — racism,
homophobia and transphobia, sexism,
climate change, health care, immigration
— are all addressed in major ways at the
ballot box.
They’re addressed in your vote

@thewesternhowl

for President, members of Congress,
Governor, and state legislators. They are
also addressed by your vote for county
sheriff, district attorneys, judges, city
council, county clerks, bond measures,
and local taxes.
This election will have big impacts on
America, but also your local community.
I hope a lot of people turn out and vote.
We anticipate seeing record-breaking
turnout across the country and here in
Oregon.
It’s critical to have your voice heard.
Whether your issue is gun reform,
climate change, police reform, racial
justice, or reproductive justice, your
voice makes a difference.
So it’s time; the deadline to vote is
Nov. 3. But, don’t wait — make a plan
with your friends on how you’ll vote. It’s
critical to get your ballot in early. Will
you walk it to a drop box location? Will
you mail it in the first week? Have you set
a calendar reminder? I plan to vote early,
and take advantage of Oregon’s paid
postage to get my ballot to the county
clerk.
I can’t say it enough: your vote is your
voice. And every voice counts.
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FEE
STRUCTURE

ATHLETICS

Continued from page 5

The students who have opted to
participate claim that the department
takes the current pandemic seriously.
“We were delayed to come on campus,”
said junior business major and shooting
guard for the Women’s Basketball Team
Rachel Rogers. “This is our first week
back in the weight room. Everything is
different. It’s distance and masks all the
time. It’s kinda funny because we’re all
sweaty and breathing hard through these
masks, inside and outside. No one really
lets us lax on that; if you pull it down
someone is telling you to put it back up.”
As of now, Western is not hosting
normal practices; each team conditions
its players and schedules small group
sessions at various times throughout the
day.
“It looks different than it would look
pre-COVID,” Lydum reported. “There’d
be 100 football players out there doing
drills, but we just can’t do that right now.
So in a football team we might divide
the condition time up by offense and

defense and various positions in offense
and defense. We might have all of our
first-year freshmen split up into groups.
It’s really just being creative and finding
the best groups that are safe.”
Outside of practices, Western is
not participating in games this year,
aside from personal socially distanced
scrimmage matches. Looking towards
the future, athletics hope to regain a
sense of normalcy by January 2021.
“The NCAA cancelled all the fall
championships so right now we’re
looking towards January for starting
basketball competitions and indoor
track,” Lydum said. “If the state allows
that then we’ll do it, if they don’t then we
won’t.”
If students experience symptoms of
COVID later in the term, they are being
asked to self quarantine, and if further
symptoms develop, they will be tested.
As more information is released the
story will be updated.

Continued from page 5

“There is a $53 fee per credit
assessed to all online courses taken by
undergraduate students this term,” said
the press release. “This fee pays for the
technology and infrastructure required
to deliver online classes, as well as some
student services. However, if students
were attending classes in person instead,
they would be paying mandatory fees
instead such as building fees, incidental
fees, the health service fee and others.
Students taking a mix of in-person and
online courses pay the corresponding
portion of different fees based on the
number of credits of each delivery type.”
It has also been reported that due to
the IFC not having a fee this fall term,
ASWOU and President Fuller made a
million-dollar deal to fund IFC areas for
fall term.
“I offered to ASWOU a $1M
allocation of online course fee revenue

to ease the revenue shortfall to support
student services funded by incidental
fees,” Fuller explained.
Areas outside of IFC are receiving
funding, but no funding increases.
“Right now, we’re still getting the same
budget we always received,” said Dean
of Library and Academic Innovation at
Western Chell Bachelor, “sort of similar
to the fact that there’s not some new
funding source that’s suddenly come
along, where they might give it to us, we
still get our budget and the funding is
coming in but it’s just the fee structure
is different.”
Bachelor says that the department has
spoken to President Fuller in detail about
potentially receiving additional funding
from the fee in the future, but as of now
they have not experienced an influx of
cash and their funding is still coming
from the general education fund.

Correction: In Vol. 3 Issue 2, of The Western Howl, “The Unemployment Spike at WOU,” it was implied that reduced student hires was the cause of limited hours of
operation at Hamersly Library. However, this is not the case; student hire reduction was not the cause of limited hours, but the safety of staff and faculty due to social
distancing guidelines.
@thewesternhowl
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